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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 


AMERICAN. STATES. Heavy as are 
the blows, which commerce has lately re- 
ceived, a blow greater than any of the 
rest seems now to await her. ‘The dispute 
with the American States, relative to our 
restrictions upon their maritime trade, 1s 
of so long standing, and has been ren- 
dered so confused by the prodigious vo- 
lumes, which the lawyer-like statesmen, 
on both sides of the water, have piled to- 
gether upon the subject, that, in order, to 
render the matter intelligible to my rea- 
ders, and to furnish them with the means 
of coming to a just decision thereon, | 
think it necessary to go back to the origin 
of the dispute, to trace it down to the 
present time, and to subjgin to these my 
statements and observations all the au- 
thentic documents necessary to be referred 
to, The public have seen the Procla- 








mation of Mr. Mapison, the President of | 


the American States, whence they wi!] 
have perceived, that, unless we remove 
certain of our Orders in Council (which, 
indeed, are row in part become laws), atl 
intercourse between this country and the 


States of America will be interdicted after | 
the 2nd of February next, while the com- | 


mercial communication between France 
and those States will be open, but will still 
be exposed to our obstructions. 





the Orders of Council, of which America 
complains, ought now to be revoked by us. 
This is the question; and, as there is no 
time to be lost in deciding upon it, as the 
dispute is now come to a crisis, as there 
appears now to be nothing left but an im- 
mediate choice between accommodation and 
hostility, a decision is pressed upon us by 
considerations of interest as well as of ho- 
nour,=The dispute originated in cer- 
tain restrictions, imposed by us upon Neu- 
tral Commerce, contained in regulations 
of Blockade; which regulations the Em- 
peror of France answered by others of a 
similar, or more violent sort. These drew 
other regulations from us. ‘These pro- 
duced others from him. We rejoined in 
the same sort of way. Both sides told 


The | 


question for us to decide upon, is, whether | 


_____ [L186 


ithe Neutrals (or, rather, the Nentra/, 
America heing the only nation really mn 


that state), that, as long as she submitted to 


the rezulaiions of the « 
pee? to be oblived to submit to those of the other 
party.——We will now see what those ree 
restiiclions were.,—- 
first measare of this sort was adopted by 
England, and is described in the subse- 
quent Papers, No. 1 (lt have numbered 
them for the purpose of easy reference), 
which is a letter from’Mr. Fox, 8th April, 
1s06, to Mr. Muwror, then American 
Minister in England. In this letter it is 
stated, that the king of Prussia having 
taken possession of various parts of the 
Electorate of Hanover, and other dominions 
belonging to his Majesty, in a forcible 
and hostile manner, and having done other 
things injurious to English commerce, in 
violation of the just-rights of his Majesty, 
| and contrary to the established law and 
| practice of nations in amity with each 
| other; that for this cause, his Majesty had 
| ordered a blockade of the entrances of the 
| Ems, the Weser, the Elbe, and the ‘Trave ; 
| 

| 


me party, § he must €x- 


’ 2 
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guilations, or 








and that: all Neutrals would be treated 
accordingly, if they attempted to enter 
those rivers. Thus these restrictions 
began, then, in a measure for which the 
| conduct of the ding of Prussia towards his 
| Majesty’s German dominions was the 
' 
| 





ground, From Nos, 2-and 3, being 
Letters from Mr. Fox and Lord Howicx to 
| Mr. Munrop, dated 16 May,and 25 Sept. 
| 1806, it will appear that these restrictions 
| were modified ; but, Napolcen having con- 
| 

| 





quered Prussia, or, at least, haying over- 
| run it, and taken possession of it, in the 
following month of November, he issued 
‘trom BERLIN, the Decree, No. 4, in 
which Decree he declared the British 
Islands in a State of Blockade ; he de 
clared that all commerce with > them 
was ifterdicted ; that every thing belong- 
ing to English subjects should’ ve’ confis. 
cated; that no vessels (including Ame- 
ricans, of course) coming from England 
or her colonies should be admitted into 
any port; and that al! vessels contra- 
vening, or attempting to contravene this 
Decree, should be confiscated. Such 
2P . 








* 


lt er ig gs 
* : 





* = 


a Fp ge 


a> 3 ~ 
OT rte Kiley — 


eve. - 
—S== ee cnt 
Sram 



































1187} POLITICAL REGISTER.— American States, 


wasthe famous Berlin Decree, which, when 
the intelligence of its being issued reached 
England, drew forth (No. 5) the first of 
those measures of our sovernment, which 
have become equally famous, under the 
name of the QRDERS IN COUNCIL. 
It was dated on the 7th of January, 
1807, and it set forth, that, inconsequence 
of the violation of the rights of nations 
committed by Napoleon, and expressed in 
his Orders, as given in the city of Berlin 
Decree, England would be justified in 
ong much further, but that she con- 
tented hersc!f with ordering, that no vessel 
should be permitted to trade from one port 
to another, both which should belong to, 
vr be in possession of, Napoleon or his 
allies, or should be so far under their con- 
troul as that British vessels might not trade 
freely thereat ; and that neutral vessels at- 
tempting to act contrary to this order, 
after being duly warned not to do it, 
suould be captured, brought in, and con- 
sidered as lawlul prize. In this state 
things continued during the remainder of 
the time that the Jate ministry remained 
in power, But, after their successors took 
the reins of government, more rigorous 
measures were adopted; and, under the 
dates of the Lith and 25th of November, 
1807, (Nos 6,7, 8,9, 10, 11, 12, 13, and 
14) nine Orders of Council were issued, 
laying new restrictions upon the com- 
merce of Neuwals with the ports of France 
and countries depending upon, or under 
the influence of France Indeed, these 
Orders put an end to ail Neutral com- 
merce, except. by Licence from England. 
By way of retaliation for these new 
and additional restrictions, Napoleon is- 
sued, from MILAN, dated 17th December, 
1807, the Decree known, by the name of 
the Milun Decree (No, 15 ;) and, as our 
Orders had declared, that they should be 
continued in force dll the Berlin Decree was 
revoked ; so this Decree from Milan de- 
Clared, that its restrictions and penalties 
should remain in force, «ili the Orders in 
Council should be revoked,——-Both the hos- 
tile nations made an appeal to America 
(for she was the only Neutral in fact) in this 
way : each said to her: it is your fault for 
suffering our enemy to enfoyce such re- 
strictions;, it is for you to compel our ene-| 
my to respect your flag, and, until you do, 
that, 1 will enforce against you my measure 
of ‘retaliation, which I do, not-in hostility 
towards,you, but as my only means of, 
self-defence against the tyrannical mea- 
sures of my enemy.——-America, as was 











{118s 
very natural in her situation, complained 
of both. dhe talked of war, to which she 
however, had always a hearty dislike « 
and, afier having tried negociation jy 
vain, she fell upon this expedient, —— 
She protested against the grounds Of justi- 
fication taken by both parties; she de- 
clared that both had violated her rights; 
but, she, at last, determined to submit, for 
the present, while she endeavoured to pre- 
vail upon one party or the other to give 
way first, and to revoke their Orders or 
Decrees..——After long and fruitless ef- 
forts in this way, she passed, on the Ist of 
May, 1810, an Act, which she expected 
would have the eflect desired. In this 
Act it was provided, that, if either Great 
Britain or France should, before the 3\st 
of March, 1811, so revoke or modify her 
edicts, that they should cease to violate 
the neutral commerce of America, the fact 
should be declared by the President by 
Proclamation, and that, then, if the other 
nation should not, in three months trom 
that time, revoke or modify her edicts i 
like manner, the NON-INTERCOURSE ACT 
should be revived against that nation.—— 
Thus things stood previously to the 5th of 
August 1810, on which day the French 
minister for foreign affairs communicated 
officially to..Mr..Armsrrone, the Ame- 
rican Minister at Paris, that the Decrees 
of Berlin and Milan were revoked, and that, 
from the \st of November, 1810, they would 
ccase to be in force, it being understood, that, 
in consequence of this revocation, the 
English should revoke their Orders in Coun- 
cil, and renounce the new principles of Block- 
ade which they had attempted to establish. 
(See this Letter, in the present Volume, 
page 700.)——Mr. AamsTrone having 
communicated this notification to Mee 
Pinkney, the American Minister in Lon 
don, the latter wrote on the 25th of Au- 
gust last (No..16) to Lord Wettestey, ouF 
Secretary of State for Foreign Aflais, 
ferming him of what had been done : 
France, and, at the same time observe?, 
that he took. it for granted, sthat the on 
cation of the British Orders in Covne 

would. follow as a matter of course, 4 


that he hoped to be enabled to announce 


to his government, that.suech revocation 
had on jace.——IJ ord WeELLestey 
(No. 17) answered, that, whenever yoo 
peal of the French decrees shoul 


f 
actually taken effect, and the commerce ® 
Fite ft nations should have bee D rest she 
the condition in which it stood: 


to 
king would 
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have the highest’satisfaction in relitnquish- 
ing a system, which the conduct of the 
enemy had’ compelled him to adopt.—— 
This answer does not appear to have been 
relished much in America. It lias a re- 
servation in it, which does not seem to pro- 
mise a full and unequivocal revocation, 
on our part, even when the revocation of 
the French Deerces shall have actually taken 
place; and, we know, that a revocation did 
not take place in England.——The French 
notification having been communicated to 
Mr. Maptson, the President of the Ame- | 

| 





rican States, he issued his Proclamation, 
(No. 18.) agreeably to the above-men- 
tioned Act of Congress passed on the Ist 
of May, 1810, which Proclamation, toge- 
ther with the Circular Letter of the Secre- 
tary of the American Treasury, have just 
been received, and they form the last do- 
coment in the series which I now insert. 
——Iv consequence of the revocation of 
the French Decrees, and of the notifica- 
tion thereof in America, several ships have 
sailed from America for France, and have 
met (at least, so it is said) with the same 
treatment as they would have met with if 
those Decrees liad never been passed; in 
short, that they have been received as 
Neutrals, carrying “on a tawful com- 
merce; have unladen their cargoes, and 
have sailed away unmulested in any man- 
ner whatever. Others of them are 
said, in our public papers, to have been 
captured by our cruisers, and brought in 
for condemnation, and that they now 
wait their fate, the Admiralty Judge, Sin 
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Witutam Scort, having suspended his deci- | 


sion on them. Thus, then, when we have 
read’ the subjoined doeuments, we have 
the case fairly before us; for, though 
there have been other Orders in Couneil, 


modifying, or im some respects altering | 


the Orders, -here inserted, still, if these 
latter had never existed, those which are 
here inserted would have produced ‘the 
dispute in its present shape. We need 
hot now agitate the question whether the 
making of our Orders in Council was just 
or unjust, expedient or inexpedient; they 
were made, they have been enforced to 
this day, and the question for us now to» 
decide upon, is, whether they ought now to be 
revoked ———— iy Opinion is thai they ought 
to be revoked, and, indeed, that they ought 
to have been revoked m August last, upon 
the notification of the revocation of the 
Berlin. and Milan decrees having been 
made to our government. The reasons 
upon which this opinion is founded, Iwill 








| 
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now state in as short and cleat'a manner 
as 1 am able, just observing first, that 1 am 
viewing the matter as @ matter of justice 7 
as a thing wholly depending upon particu- 
lar compuct, and not at all as a matter of 
policy or of general principle. I always 
thought the Orders in Council just and 
wise also, as fur as they went. ‘They did 
not go so far as I would have extended 
them; nor were they bottomed in a true 
and sound principle, the principle that 
SELDEN justified with the pen and that 
Cromwe.t. proclaimed from the cannon’s 
mouth ; that principle, which, when Eng- 
land can no longer maintain, and openly 
act upen, she may as well at once sur- 
render her fleets and her dock-yards into 
the hands of Napoleon.--—But, the queés- 
tion now before us is altogether of a dif- 
ferent nature. Ist arises owt of a particular 
compact or agreement, which, though not 
embodied into a single instrument, with 
the appendage: of Dates, Signatures, nnd 
Seals, is, and ovght to be, as binding as 
any treaty, mice, ike that lately made 
with the Prince Reo nL ot Portugal, ve in 
the name of the Most Holy and andivided 
Trinity.” ——How then stands the éase? 
——We make certain maritime regula: 
tions, which induce Napoleon to issue the 
Berlin Decree: This Decree brings forth 
our Orders in Council, These prodace the 
Milan Decree: America complains of 
us both. Neither of us, the belligerent 





parties, attempt to stand by what we have’ 


done as acts’ just ix themselves: We doth 
expressly declare’ then to be acts of: re- 
taliation; and ‘béth declare, upon every 
occasion ‘that presents ‘itself, that, as soon 
as America’shall have prevailed upon our 
opponent to revoke his regulations, we will 
revoke ours. Each party said'to America: 
by submitting to the Decrees or Orders of 


| cry enemy, you injure me: and I mast, 


therefore, in self-defence make you sub- 
mit to similar Decrees or Orders, which I 
shall impose. Bat cach declared, that, 
whenever the other party should revoke 
his Decrees or Orders, he would instantly 
revoke his. Well, then, there appeared 
nothing wanting to accomplish the wishes 
of America but a beginning in’ this work of 
revocation. That it never could begin, 
unless one of the belligerent parties took 
the Jead, was certain. This, at dast, Na- 
poleon (who is obstinate only when hisin- 
terest requires it) did, and, apparently 
withvut any relactance, a we have seen in 
the letter of the French Minister of Foreign 
Affairs to Mr. Armstrong. In that Jetter, 
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an OrrictaL InstruMENT, it is declared, 
that, the Decrees of Beriin and Milan “ are 
“revoked,” and that they are to cease to 
have effect on the first day of November. 


Now, when this was  communi- 
cated to our government, as we see it was, 
on the 25th of August last, by the Ameri- 
can Minister here, in an Orvician Insreu- 
MENT, Why were not our Orders in Council, 
our retaliatory Orders in Council; why 
were they not also revoked in the same 
way:.that is to say, why were they not 
deelared to be revoked, and that they should 
cease to have efiect on the Ist of Novemr 
ber last? 
to last, declared to be atts of retaliation; 
they express the regret of the King of 
Lugland at being obliged to adopt mea- 
sures sO injurious to the commerce of 
Neutrais ; they clearly convey the idea, 
that they are to continue in force no 
longer than the Decrees of the enemy, 
whence they have arisen; and, our Minister 
in America, in February 1808, declared 
to the American Government, “ his Ma- 
“ jesty’s earnest desire to see the commerce 
* of the world restored to that freedom, 
“which is necessary for its prosperity, 
* and his readgess to abandon the system 
“« which had been forced upon him, when- 
“ ever the enemy should retract the princi- 
“« ples which had rendered it necessary.’ 
If these words had any meaning at all, 
they meant, that our Orders in Council 
would, be revoked whenever the French 











should reyoke their Decrees ; for, in what. 


ther way were they to make a retractation 
of their principles? Indeed, no other sense 
can possibly be attributed to this declara- 
tion of our Minister in America ; unless it 
be pretended, that the king of England 
meant, that France sheuld make an ex- 
press and formal confession of her having 
acted upon unjust or erroneous principles ; 
and, | think, that there is no man with 
any pretensions to fairness, who will at- 
tempt to ‘support an opinion, that the 
words of our Minister were either taken, or 
meant, in such a sense.——L{, then, the 
reader be of opinion, as, I think, be must, 
that the letter of the French Minister for 
Foreign Affairs to Mr. Armstrong, fairly 
amounted to a retractation of the principles 
complained of by us, he will, of course, 
ask for the reasons, why his Majesty’s 
earnest desire to see the commerce of the 
world restored to freedom, aud his readiness 





to abandon the system forced upon him, did 


not produce the effects which were natu- 


rally to be expected from them: or, in| 
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other words, what could now be the reason 
for not following immediately the example 
of the French, in revoking the Orders in 
Council. Instead, however, of an imme- 
diate revocation, upon receiving, from the 
American Minister here, an Official Novi. 
fication of the revocation of the Frenc)) 
Decrees, our Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
Lord Wellesley, answers, “ that, whenever 
“ the repeal of the French Decrees sha! 
“lave actually taken place, and the co. 
<« merce of Neutral nations shal! have bee) 
“ restored to the condition in which it siov: 
“ previously to the promulgation of thos 
“ Decrees,’ then the King will relinquish 
his present system. What, let me ask, 
was meant by the revocation having ac- 
tually taken place? Had it not actually, 
that is to say, really, taken place? The 
French Minister says, “the Decrees ar 
“« revoked.’ What was he to say more? 
In what way was an actual revocation to 
take place, if notin this way? And how 
was the fact to be communiceted to us, 
except in the way in which it was com- 
municated ; that is to say, officially 
through the American Minister, to whom, 
or to whose government, the revocation 
would, of course, be announced by the 
Government of France ?--—Really, 1 can- 
not, for my part, form any notion of what 
we could require further; or, of what 
could further be demanded as a proof that 
the revocation of the French Decrees had 
acktally taken place. Did Lord \ ellesley 
mean, that we were to stop ’till the hrst 
day of November, in order to see, whether 
the French would act upon the revocation, 
agreeably to their promise? If ths was 
what ‘vas meant, how did itagree wth the 
declarations about the King’s readiness 10 
renounce a system that had nor ae 
upon him, and which he so earnestly wee 
todo away? For, if we refused to beg! 

our revocation, if we refused to deciare \', 
if we refused to declare it even condition 








ally, how was it to be expected, oF hopet 


for, that the French would act upon theirs 
at the day named in the Notificetion ’ 
the French Minister to Mr. Armsirong ” 
What, in short, did sach refusal, oF a 
ponement, amount to but os on 
though the French had: officially dec an 
to America the revocation of thei peer 
to be acted upon on a certain ay, a 
such wasiour opinion of the parties ber 
we must see it acted upon, before we moe 
even declare our revocation, ea ae 
npon.at any time at all rl ae “A 
thinks that this was what sec 
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reasonably expect any independent nation 
to hear with great complacency, that opi- 
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nion will certainly be strengthened upon 


his being informed of the declaration of our 


Minister, in America, to the American 


. Government, in February 1808, as laid 


before Congress in November of that year. 


He, according to these documents, then 


«communicated the several late Decrees 
« (Orders in Council) of his Government, 
« with expressions of the regret felt by his 
«Britannic Majesty at the necessity im- 
«posed on him for such an interference 
«with Neutral commerce, and with as- 
“surances that His Majesty would readi! 
“ follow the example, in case the Berlin De- 
“cree shouldbe rescinded ; or, would pro- 


“ ceed, pari passu with France, in relaxing 


5 


“the vigour of their measures.’’—— Now, 
have we, in good earnest, acted up to this 
declaration ? “ Pari passu” (a term which 
the learned make use of to shew, I sup- 
pose, the wtitity of Latin) means here, with 
equal pace ; or, to keep pace with ; and, this 
declaration, of our minister, made in the 
King’s name, clearly meant, not only that 


he would readily follow the example of 


France; that is to say, that he would do 
whatever she did, and as soon as she did it, 
towards the removal of the conimercial 


restrictions 


altogether; but, that he 


would, in the meanwhile, keep pace with 
‘er in softening the rigour of his measures, 
——France, in August last, notifies offi- 
cially to the American Minister, that she 
tas revoked her Deerees, and that the re- 


vocation will be acted upon on the Ist of 


November. 
cated officially to our government; and, 


to follow the example of France; “ readily 


That notification is communi- 


“to follow the example,” evidently re- 


quired an immediate answer on our part, 


that our Orders in Council were revoked, 


and that the revocation would be acted upon 


on the firs: of November. Instead of this, 
our answer, through Lord Wellesley; 
was, that we should wait till the French 


Decrees hid actually taken place, and until 


the commerer of Neutral nations had been re- 


sored to the state in which it was previously 


(0 the promalgation of those Decrees; and, 


of course, cur Orders in Council, our 


“ retaliatory’ measure, would still re- 


main in fore, till afterthe Decrees of. 


France shoul! be not only long revoked ; 

ut until alte their operation had practi- 
cally ceased. Was this, then, showing a 
'tadiness to folow the example of Frauce 


'n restoring tc America the enjoyment of 


what 


‘to be her just rights? 








Was this keeping pace with France in her 
measures of relaxation? Was it, in fine, 
acting up to the declaration, made, in the 
King’s name, to the American govern- 
ment in February, 1808, and upon the 
sincerity and good faith of which declara- 
tion, be it well observed, we built our 
claim to the forbearance of America as to 
the measures against us, which, at thet 
time, she avowed herself to have in con- 
templation ?———There is one argument, 
which, though I can bardly think it 
will be raised, it may not be amiss to 
sate here; namely, that, though Napo- 
leon has declared his Decrees to be 
revoked, and though that declaration 
has been ofiicially announced to us b 

the American Minister first, and now by 
his Government, yet, such is the character 
of Napoleon, and such has been his con- 
duct, that we ought not to place any re- 
liance upon his declaration, and ought to 
consider it merely as the cloak for intended 
acts of fraud or violence. But, besides the 
outrage that the use of this argument 
would offer to the American governmeat, 
who have not only, in the words of their 


| minister, given credit to the sincerity of 


the French declaration, but have acted 
upon it in the issuing of the Proclamation 
before referred to, and in the admitting of 
French armed vessels into their waters ; 
besides this outrage, we should, by the 
use of such an argument, give a signal 
proof of our own insincerity, seeing that 
we have recently held an inferior species 
of diplomatic communication with France, 
in the case of the negociations for a 
Cartel, and that, through the medium: of 
the Transport Board, our government has 
declared (See page 1167) thet any French 
officer, now our prisoner, shall be liberated 
and sent back to France, “ if the French 
‘‘ government will certify officially to our 
« Commissioners, that an English pri- 
«‘ soner of equal rank shall be released by 
« France.” After this; after offering 
not merely to keep pace with France, but 
ta act by way of anticipation upon her 
Official Promise, we shall not, I hope, see 
atliy attempt, in the American Case, to 
act upon the principle, that no credit is 
to be given to the official prouretes or de- 
clarations of France. Such are the 
reasons, on which I found my opinion, 
that our Orders in Council onght to 
have been revoked in August, and that 
the revocation ought to have been acted 
upon on the 1st of November last, and, of 
Course, as that was not done, that we ought 
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now immicdiately to revoke them. It is 
a questton of mere justice demanded 
by particular compact, clearly under- 
stood between the parties. It appears to 
me indisputable, thatthe falfilment of this 
compact demands, on our part, such revo- 
cation. It is a question ef geod faith, 
and that being the case, no cousidera- 


tions of interest ought to stsud in the 


way. As to the expediency of the mea- 
sure, if the obligations of good faith were 
wholly out of the question, being thorough- 
ly convinced that, first or last, we must 
come to the plain, simple, unqualified as- 
sertion and maintenance of the absolute so- 
vercignty of the sea, or make up our minds, 
or, rather, debase them, which, I trust, we 
never shall, to submit to become first an 
mfcrior Nation, ind next, by an easy tran- 
sition, to become ibe vassal of France 5 
being thoroughly convinced of this, and 
being, by every event that has lately oc- 
curred, and that is now likely to occur, 
strengthened in this conviction, 1 should 
look upon the injury, which, to the com- 
mercial and wanulactaring part of the 
cominunity, would unquestionably arise 
out of the threatened non-datercotrse with 
America, as of too Jittle importance to be, 
for one moment, putin the scale against 
any great maritime principle. or maxim. 
Not that Lain, by any means, disposed to 
under-rate that injary, which would be very 
great, which would sprcad far and wide, 
and which would, in all probability, double 
the quantity of the present distresses to 
meu in trade, whose distresses are daily 
and hourly increasing, and who must be 
an object of the sincere compassion of 
every considerate man. But, even all 
this isnot to be put in competition with 
the independence of England;*and, 1 am 
decidedly of opinion, that that indepen- 
dence must be lost, or that we must give 
up a great. part of the commercial and ma- 
nufacturing sysiem, that system so showy, 
and so pleasing to the eye, but that sysiem, 
which, by the easy and ever-ready means 
which it offers to political Corruption, has 
done more harm’ to England than all the 
other causes of evil put together. The 
predominance of Commerce and. Maau- 
factures, National Debts and. Paper- 
money, Taxation and Pauperism, Corrup- 
tion and Degeneracy, haye all been en- 
gendered, have grown-up, and have mul- 
tiplied, together——This view of: the 
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are matters for oir own exclusive cons). 
deration. Very serious consideration the, 
demand, and very awful is the prospec: be. 
fore us; but there is nothing even in that 


| prospect, which ought to make us unmind. 
| fal of what is due from us towards other 


nations. ——Those, who are more imme. 
diately and deeply interested in the fate 
of the question, that is to say, persons en- 
gaged in commerce and manufactures, 
should, too, bear in mind, that, if they 
suffer from the result, the measure wil! 
have been adopted by those, whow they, 
m general, have uniformly supported ; 
and that, therefore, they will have little 
reason to complain. The system, to 
which they have given their support, fin 
the last 26 years, is the present system ; 
and, therefore, if they have acted con- 


| scientiously in supporting it, they ought 


to admit the supposition, that the conduct 
of its immediate agents has been equally 
conscientious. So that, as far as relates 
to them, there seems to be little rooin left 
for well-grounded discontent, let the cov- 
sequences be what they may. 

‘The room, which the documents be- 
longing tothis subject necessarily occupy, 
notwithstanding the expedient of printing 
them in a smaller than the usval eha- 
racter, preclude the possibility of my i 
trodacing into the present number any 
other topic; for which, indeed, 1 am not 
sorry, because I wished to draw the ree 
der’s undivided attention to a question, 
which, in its consequences, may be of the 
greatest national importance, ane which, 
while we are yet upon the brink, calls 
upon us to look before we leap. 

W™. COB3ZTT. 

State Prison, Newgate, Friday, 

December \4, 1819. 
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‘AMERICAN | STATES.——Docunents "© 
lative to the Dispute between ee 
these Stuics, as far as belongs 0 the sulgect 
of the English Orders in Counil. 


No. L.Mr. Fox to Mr. Monro.— Downing 
Street, April 8, 1806. 


The undersigned, his Majesy’s 
secretaty of state for foreign alalrs, 
ceived his Majesty’s commans ene 
Mr. Monroe, that in cnsequelce Of oa 
jesty, the king of Prussia, bavng Ord 
session of various parts of th elect hia 
. dominions nae * 

‘esty, in a forcible and hostie man”? 
hate alia notified, that all Bitish ships 
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be excluded from the ports of the Prussian 
dominions, and from certain other ports in the 
north cf Europe and not suffered to enter or 
rrade therewith, in violation of the just rights 
and interests of his Majesty, and his «omi- 
nions, and coutrary to the established law and 
practice of nations in amity with each other ; 
his Majesty has judged it expedient to esta- 
blish the most rigerous blockade at the en- 
trances of the Ems, the Weser, the Elbe and 
the Trave, and to maintain and enforce the 
same in the strictest manner, according to the 
usages of war, acknowledged and allowed in 
similar cases.—M:. Monrve is therefore re- 
quested to apprize the Americnn consuls and 
merchants residing in England, that the en- 
tranees of the above.mentioned rivers are and 
must be considercd as being in a state of 
blockade; and that from this time all the 
measures authorized by the law of nations, and 
the respective treaties between his Majesty 
and the different neutral powers, will be adopt- 
ed and executed, with respect tu vessels at- 
tempting to violate the said blockades atter 
this notice—The undersigned requests Mr, 
Monroe to accept the assurances of his high 
considerauon, (Signed)  C..J. Fox, 


No. I.—Mr. For to Mr. Monroe.— Downing 
Street, May 16, 1806. 


The undersigned, his Majesty’s principal se- 
cretary of state for forcign affairs, has received 
his Majesty’s commands to acquaint Mr. Mon- 
roe, that the King taking imto consweration 
the new and extraordinary means resorted to 
by the enemy for the purpose of distressmg the 
commerce of his subjects, has thought fit to 
direct that the necessary measures should be 
taken for the blockade of the coast, rivers, 
and ports, from the river Elbe to the port of 
Brest, both inclusive; and the said coast, 
rivers and ports, are and must be~ considered 
as blockaded; but that his Majesty is pleased 
to declare that such blockade shall not extend 
to prevent neutral ships and vessels, laden 
with goods not being the property of lus Ma- 
jesty’s enemies, and not being covtraband of 
war, from approaching the said coasts, and en- 
tering into and sailiny from the said rivers and 
ports, (save and except the coasts, rivers and 
ports from Ostend to the river Seine, already 
in a state of strict and rigorous blockade, and 
which are to be considered as so continued) 
provided the said ships and vessels, so ap- 
proaching and entering, (except as aforesaid) 
shall not have beew laden at any port belong- 
ing to. or in the possession of any of his Majes- 
ty’s enemies, and that the said sbips and ves- 
‘els, so sailing from the said rivers and ports, 
except as aforesaid) shall not be destined to 
‘ny port belonging to or in the pussession of 
my of bis Majesty's enemies, nor have previ- 
asly broken the blockade.—Mr. Monroe is, 
berefore, requested to apprize the American 
©nsuls and merchants residing in England, 
Gat the coast, rivers and ports above men- 
toned must be considered as being in a state’ 








of blockade; and that from this time ail the 
measures authorised by the law of natians, aud 
the respective treaties between bis Majesty 
and the different neutral powers, will be 
adopted and executed with respect to vessels 
attempting ta violate the said blockade alter 
this notice.—The undersigned requests Ms. 
Monroe, &c. &c. (Signed) C. J, Fox. 


No. III.—Lord Howick to Mr. Monroe.— 
Downing Street, September 25, 1806. 


The undersigned, his Majesty’s principal 
secretary of state for foreign affairs, bas re- 
ceived his Majesty’s commands to acquaint Mr. 
Monroe that the King baving been pleased, on 
the 16th of May last, to cause it to be sig- 
n'fed, that be had directed the necessary mea- 
sures to be taken for the blockade of the cast, 
rivers and ports, from the river Elbe to the 
port of Brest, both inclusive; his Majesty is 
now pleased to declare, that so much of such 
blockade as extended from the river Elbe to 
the river Eis, both inclusive, 1s, for the pre- 
sent, discontinued, and that from the date 
hereof, the navigation of the coast, rivers and 
ports from the river Elbe to the river Ems, 
tioth inclusive, is as free as if such blockade 
had not taken place.--The undersigned re- 
uests Mr. Monroe to accept the assurances, 
a &c. (Signed) Howick. 


No. [V.—Impernrat Camp.—Berlin, Novem- 
ber 21, 1806. 


Napoleon, emperor of the French, and king 
of Italy, considering: —1. That England does 
not admit the right of nations as universally ac- 
knowledged by all civilized people :—2. That 
she declares as an enemy every individual be- 
longing to an enemy’s state, and, in consequence, 
makes prisoners of war, not only of the crews 
of armed vess‘ ls, but also of merchant vessels, 
and even the supercargoes of the same :~-3, 
That she extends or applies to merchant vessels, 
to articles of commerce, and to the property of 
individuals, the mgit of conquest, which can 
only be applied or extended to what belongs to 
an enemy's state :—4. That she extends to ports 
not fortified, to harbours and mouths of rivers, 
the right of blockade, which, accordivy to rea- 
son and the usage of civilized nations, is ap- 
plicable only to strong or fortified ports :—-5, 
That she declares blockaded places before 
which she has not a single vessel of war; al- 
though a place ought not to be considered 
blockaded, but when it is so invested as thatno 
approach to it can be made, without imminent 
hazard; tbat she declares even places block- 
aded, which her united forces would be incapa- 
ble of doing, such as entire coasts and a whole 
empire :—6. That this unequalled abuse of right 
of blockade has no other object than to inter- 
rupt the communicatiuns of different nations, 
and to extend the commerce and industry of 
England epon the ruin of those of the conti- 
nent :—2. That this being the evident design of 
England, whoever, deals on the continent in 
English merchandize, favors that design, and 
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becomes an accomplice :—8. That this conduct 
in England (worthy only of the first ages of 
barbarism) has benefitted her to the detriment 
of other nations :—9, That it being right to 
oppose to an enemy the same arms she makes } 
use of, to combat as she does, when all ideas of 
justice, and every liberal sentiment (the result 
of civilization among men) are disregarded :— 
We have resolved to enforce against. England 
the usages which she has consecrated in ber | 
maritime code.—The preseat decree shall be 
considered as the fundamental law of the em- 
pire, until England has acknowledged, that the 
rights of war are the same on land as at seu; 
that it cannot be extended to arly private pro- 
perty whatever, nor to persons who are not 
military, and until the right of blockade be re- 
strained to fortified places, actually invested 
-by competent forces, 


Imperial Decree of the 21st November, 1806. 


Article 1. The British islands are declared in 

a state of blockade.—@. “All commerce and 
correspondence with the British islands are pro- 
hibited. in consequence, letters or packets 
addressed either to England, to an Englishman, 
or in the English langunge, shall pot pass 
through the Post Office, and shall be seized.— 
3. Every subject of England, of whatever rank 
and condition soever, who shull be found in the 
countries occupied by our troops, or by those 
‘of our allies, shail be made a prisoner of war.— 
4. All magazines, merchandize, or property 
whatsoever, belonging to-a subject of Kngiand, 
shall be declared iawful prize.——-5. The trade in 
English merchandize is forbidden. All mér- 
chandize belonging to England, or coming from 
its mapulactories and colosies, is declared law- 
ful prize 6. One half of the proceeds of the 
confiscation of the mercbandize and property 

declared good prize by the preceding articles, 
shall be applied to indemnity the merchants for 
the losses which they have suffered by the cap- 

ture of merchant vessels by English cruizers.— 

7. No vessel coining directly from England, or 

from the English colonies, or having been there 
since the publication of the present decree, 

shall be received in any port.—8. Every vessel 

contravening the above clause, by means of a 
false declaration, shall be seized, and the vessel 

and cargo confiscated, as if they were English 
property.—9, Our tribunal of prizes at Paris 

is Charged with the definitive adjudication of all 

controversies which may arise within our em- 

pire, or in the countries eccupied "y the French 

army, relative to the execution of the present 

decree. Our tribunal of prizes at Milan shall 

be charged with the definitive adjudication of 

the said controversies, which may arise within 

the extent of our kingdom of Italy,—10, The 

present decree shall be communicated, by our 

minister of exterior relations, to the kings of 

Spain, of Naples, of Holland, of Etruria, and 

to our allies, whose subjects, like éurs, are the 

Victims of the injustice and the barbarism ‘of 

the English maritime laws.—Our, ministers of 


of police, and our Postmasters General, are 
charged, each in what concerns him, with the 
execution of the present decree. 


No. V.— At a, Court at the Queen's Palace, the 
Tthof January 1807, present, the King’s 
most Excellent Majesty, in council, 


Whereas the French government has issued 
certain orders, which, in violation of the usages 
of war, purport to prohibit the commerce of all 
neutral nations with his Majesty’s domiuions, 
and also to prevent such nations from trading 
with any other country in any articles, the 
growth, produce or manufacture of his Majes- 
ty’s dominions ; and whereas the said yovern- 
ment has also taken upon itself to declare all 
his Majesty’s dominions to be ina state of 
biockade, at atime when the fleets of France 
and her allies are themselves confined within 
their own ports by the superior valour and dis- 
cipline of the British navy ; and whereas such 
attempts, on the part of the enemy, would give 
tohis Majesty an unquestionable right of re- 
taliauon, and would warrant his Majesty in 
enforcing the same prohibition of ail commerce 
with France, which that power vainly hopes to 
effect against the commerce of his. Majesty’s 
subjects ; a prohibition which the superionty 
of his Majesty’s naval forces might enable him 
to support, by actually investing the ports aud 
coasts of the encmy with numerous squadrons 
and criizers, so as. to make the entrance or 
approach thereto manifestly dangerous ; and 
whereas his Majesty, though vawilling to follow 
the-example of his enemies, by proceeding to 
an extremity so distressing to all nations not 
engeged in the war, and carrying on their ac- 
customed trade, yet feels hunself bound bya 
due regard to the just defence of the rights and 
interests of his people, not to suffer such mea 
sures to be taken by the enemy, without taking 
some steps on his part to restrain this violence, 
and to retort upon them the evils of their own 
injustice; his Majesty is thereupon — 
by and with the advice of bis privy counci, : 
order, and it is hereby ordered, That no vesse 
shall be permitted to trade from one port 0 
another, both which ports shall belong (0 0! 
be in the possession of France or ber allies, 0 
shall be so far under their controul as that 
British vessels may not trade freely thereat ; 
and the commanders of bis Majesty’ ships ‘ 
war and privateers shall be, and are us 
instructed to warn every neutral vessel oust 
(rom any such port, and destined to nad “re 
suchport, to discontinue her voyage, poss 
to’proceed to any such port; and any ceonil 
after being so warned, or any ' 

> reasona 
coming from any such port, after a reas” 
time shall have been offered for orale 
formation of this his Majesty's order, 1 port 
shall be found proceeding to anoper a ue 
shall be captared and brought in, ant & ofa 
with her cargo, shall be condemn Georetari€ 
prize, and his Majesty’s principal f the Ad 
of State, the lords commussioners 0 
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admiralty and courts of vice admiralty, are to | tured and condemred as_prige to the captors. 


take the necessary measures herein as to thei 
shall respectively appertain.—W. FawKkENER. 


No. VI.—At the Court at the Queen’s Palace, 
the 11th of November, 1807, present the 
King’s most excellent Majesty in Council. 


Whereas certain orders, establishing an un- 
precedented system of warfare against this 
kingdom, and aimed especially at the destruc- 
tion of its commerce and resources, were 
sometime since issued by the government 
of France, by which “ the British islands were 
declared tobe in a state of blockade,” thereby 
subjecting to capture and condemnation all 
vessels with their cargoes, which should con- 
tinue to trade with his Majesty’s dominions :— 
And whereas by the same order, “ all trading 
in English merchandize is prohibited, and every 
article of merchandize belonging to England, 
or coming from her colonies, orof her-manu- 
facture, is declared lawful prize” —And 
whereas the nations in alliance with France, 
aud under her controul, were required to give, 
and have given, and do give, effect to such 


} F . © ° 
orders :—And whereas his Majesty’s order of 


the 7th of January last, has not answered the 
desired purpose, either of compelling ‘the 
enemy to recall those orders, or of inducing 
neutral nations to interpose, with effect, to ob- 
tain their revocation, bat on the contrary, the 
same have been recently enforced with —in- 
creased rigor:—And whereas his Majesty, 
under these circumstances, finds himself com- 
pelled to take further measures for asserting and 
vindicating lis just rights, and for sapparting 
that maritune power which the’ exertions and 
valor of his peop!¢ have, under the blessing of 
providence, enabled him to establish and 
maintain; and the maintenance of which is 
not more essential tu the safety and prosperity 
of his Majesty’s dominions, than it is to the 
protection of such states as still retain their 
independence, and to the general jntercourse 
and happiness of mankind.—His Majesty is 
therefore pleased, by and with the advice of 
his privy council, to order, and it is hereby 
ordered, that all the ports and places of France 
and her alhes, or of any other country at war 
with his Majesty, and all other ports or places 
in Europe, from which, although not at war 
with his‘Majesty, the British flag is excluded, 
and all poits or places in the colonies be- 


longing to his Majesty's enemies, shall, from . 


heaceturth, be subject to the same restrictions 
in point of trade aud navigation, with the ex- 
cepuons hereinafter mentioned, as if the same 
were actually blockaded by his Majesty's naval 
forces, in the most strict and rigorous manner, 
aid it ig hereby further ordered and declared, 
that all trade in articles which are of the pro- 
duce or manufacture of the said countries or 
colonies, shall be deemed ‘and cousidered to 
be unlawful; and that every’ vessel trading 
from orto the said countries or colonies, to- 
gether with all goods and merchandize on board, 
and all agticles of the produce er manufacture 
of the said countries or colonies, shall be cap- 





eee 





—But although hi: Majesty would be fully 
justified, by the cucumstances and considera- 
tions above recited, in estwblishing such system 
of restrictions with respect to all the countries 
and colonies of his enemies, without excep- 
tion or qualification ; yet his Majesty, being 
nevertheless desirous ot to subject neutrals to 
any greater inconvenience than is absolutely 
inseparable from. the carrying into effect his 
Majesty’s just determination to counteract the 
designs of his enemies, and to retort upon his 
enemies themselves the consequences of their 
own violence and injustice ; and being yet 
willing to hope that it may be possible (con- 
sistently with that object) sull to ellow to 
neutrals the opportunity of furnishing them- 
seives with colonial prodace for their own 
cousumption and supply; and even to leave 
open, for the present, such trade with his Ma- 
jesty’s enemies as shall be carried on directly 
with the ports of his Majesty’s dominions, or 
of his allies, in the manner hereinafter men- 
tioned.—His Majesty is therefore pleased fur- 
ther to order, and it is hereby ordered, that 
nothing herein contained shali extend to sub- 
ject to capture or condemnation any vessel, or 
the cargo of any vessel, belonging to an 

country not declared by this order to be sub- 
jected to the restrictions incident to a state of 
blockade, which shal! have cleared out with 
such cargo from some port or place of the 
country towhich she belongs, etherin Europe 
or America, or from some free port in his 
Majesty’s colonies, under circumstances in 
which such trade from such free ports is 
permitted, direct to some port or place in the 
colonies of his Majesty’s enemies, or from 
those colonies direct to the country to wlich 
such vessel belongs, or to some free port in his 
Moajesty’s colonies, in such cases, and with 
such articles, as it may be lawful to import into 
such free port; nor to any vessel or the cargo 
of any vessel, belonging to any country not at 
war with his Majesty, which shall have cleared 
out under such regulations as bis Majesty may 
think fit to prescribe, and shall be proceeding 
direct from some port or place, in this king- 
dom, or from Gibralter or Malta, or froin 
any port belonging to his Majesty’s allies, to the 
port specified in her clearance; nor to any 
vessel, or the cargo of any vessel, belonging to 
any countey not at war with his Majesty, which 
shall be coming fram any port or omg in 

Europe, which is declared by this order to be 
subject to the restrictions incident to a state of 
blockade, destined to same port or place in 
Europe belonging to his Majesty, and which 
shall be on “her voyage direct thereto ; but 
these exceptions are not to be understood as 
exempting from capture or confiscation, any 
a or goods which shall be liable thereto im 
respect of having entered or departed from 
any port or place actually blockaded by his 
Majesty’s squadrons or ships of war, or for 
being enemies propetty, or for any other cause 
than the ‘contravention of Sy preee order.— 
Avud the commanders of his Majesty’s ships of 
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warand privateers, and other vessels acting 
under his Majesty's commision, shall be, and 
are hereby instructed, tv warn every vessel 
which shall have commenced her voyage privr 
to any notice of this order, and shall be des- 
tined to any port of France ; or of her allies, or 
ofany other country at war with his Majesty, or 
to any pert or place from which the British 
flag as aforesaid is excluded, or to any colony 
belonging to his Majesty's enemies, and which 
shall not have cleared out as is herein before 
allowed, to discontinue her voyage, and to pro- 
ceed to some port or place in this kingdom, or 
to Gibraltar or Malta; and any vessel which, 
afier havivg been so warned, or afler a rea- 
sonable time shall have been afforded for the 
arrival of information of this his Majesty’s 
order, at any port or place from which she sailed, 
or which, after having notice of this order, 
shall be found in the) prosecution of any 
voyage contrary to the restrictions contained 
inthis order, shall be captured, and, together 
with ber cargo, condemned as lawfu! prize to 
the captors.—And whereas countries not en- 
yayed in the war, have acquiesced in these 
orders of France, probibitiog all wade in any 
grticles the produce or manufacture of his 
Majesty’s dominions, and the merchants of 
those countries have given countenance and 
effect to those prohibitions, by accepting from 
persons styling themselves commercial agents 
of the enemy, resident at neutral ports, certain 
documents termed “ certificates of origin,” 
being certificates obtained at the ports of ship- 
ment, declaring that the articles of the cargo 
are notof the produce or manufacture of bis 
Mujesty’s dominions, or to that effect. —And 
whereas this expedient has been directed by 
France, and submitted to by such merchants, 
as part of the new system of warfare, directed 
against the trade of this kingdom, and as the 
most effectual instrument of accomplishing the 
same, and itis therefore essentially necessary to 
resist it.—His Majesty is therefore pleased, and 
by and with the advice of bis privy council, to 
arder, and it, is. hereby ordered, that if any 
vessel, after reasonable time. shall have been 
afforded for receiving uotice of this his Ma- 
jesty's order, at the port or place from which 
puch vessel shall have cleared out, shall be 
found carrying any such certificate or docu- 
ment as aforesaid, ar avy document. re- 


ferring, to or authenticating the same, such | 


vessel shall be adjudged lawful prize to the | 


captor, wwgether with the goods laden therein, 
belonging to the person or persons by whom, 
or on whose behalf any such document was 
put on board, | | 

And the right honourable ‘the lords com- 
missioners of his Majesty’s treasury, his N. 
Jesty’s principal secretaries of state, the lor 


commissioners of the admiralty, and the judges 


of the high courtof admiralty and courts a 
-vice-admniralty, are to take the necessary mea- 
res herein, as to th 
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W. Fawkenar, | 


Qed Gi Juy 4°90 il j ; j 
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em shall respectively ap- 
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No. VH.-—~At the Court at the Queen's Palace 
the 1 1th of November, 1807, present, the 
King’s most Excellent Majesty in Council. 


Whereas articles of the growth and manufac- 
ture of foreign countries cannot, by law, be im- 
ported into this country, except in British 
ships, or in ships belonging to the countries of 
which such articles are the growth and manu- 
facture, without an order in council specially 
authorizing the same :—IHis Majesty taking 
into consideration the order of this day's date, 
respecting the trade to be carried on to and 
from the ports of the enemy, and deeming it 
expedient that any vessel belonging to ap 
country in alliance, or at amity with his Ma 
jJesty, tozy be permitted to import into this 
country articles of the produce or manufacture 
of countries at war with his Majesty.—His Ma- 
jesty, by and with the advice ot his privy coun- 
cil, 1s therefore pleased to order, and it is here- 
by ordered, that all goods, wares or merchan- 
dizes, specified and included in the schedule of 
an act passed in the forty-third year of his pre- 
sent Majesty’s reign, intituled “ An act to re- 
peal the duties of customs payable in Great 
Britain, and to grant other duties iv lieu there- 
of,” may be imported from any port or place 
belonging to any state not at amity with his 
Majesty, in ships belonging to any state at 
amity with his Majesty, subject to the payment 
of such duties, and liable to such drawbacks as 
are now established by law upon the :mporta- 
tion of the said goods, wares or merchandise, 
in ships navigated according to law ; aud with 
respect to such of the said goods, wares, or mcr 
chandise, as are authorized to be warehoused up- 
der the provisions of a act passed in the forty- 
third year of his present Majesty's reign, intitul d 
** Av act for permitting certain goods imported 
into Great Britain, to be secured in warehouses 
without payment of duty,” subject to all the re- 
gulatious of the said last mentioned act; and 
with respect to all articles which are prohibited 
by law, from being imported into this country, 
itis ordered, that the same shall be reported 
for exportation to auy country in amity oF of 
liance with his Majesty.—And his Majesty 
further pleased, by and with the advice 0! ni 
privy council, to order, and it 1s hereby orger- 
ed that all vessels which shall arrive at any pi 
of the united Kingdom, or at the port ol Gr 
braltar or Malta, in cousequence of having been 
warned pursvant to the aforesaid ringed » 
consequence of receiviug information, i ane 
other manner, of the said order UDs er hie 
their having taken ov board any pat of th 

sequent to 
cargoes, whether previous of subseq heir 
their sailing, shall be permitted to mp Tt 
cargoes for exportation, and shall be all rest 
proceed upon their voyages to op haw 
ports of destination, (Qf net unlaw ful * iy 
issuing of said order) or to any Por etiificate 
with his Majesty, upofi receiving m ystoms 
from the collector or comptroller phen shy whic 
al the port at which they shall so enter, ( 


? 





Sté 
an 
an 
ne 


Sp 
Ni 


Fr: 
cay 
fer 
wh 
ral 
1S ; 
M: 
his 
der 


ho 





ed 
ses 
re 
nd 


ed 





1205] 
certificate the said collectors aud comptrol- 
lers of the customs are hereby authorized aud 
required to give) setting forti that such vessels 
came into such port 1 consequence of being so 
warned, or of receiving such information as 
afuresaid; and that they were permicted to sail 
from such port under the regulations which his 
Majesty has been pleased to establish in re- 
spect to such vessels, But in case any vessel 
so arriving shall prefer to import her cargo, 
then such vessel snall be allowed to enter and 
import the same, upon such terms and condi- 
tions as the said cargo might have been im- 
ported upon, according to law, in case the said 
vessel had sailed after having received notice ot 
the said order, and in conformity thereto.— 
And it is further ordered, that al! vessels which 
shall arrive at any port of the united Kingdom, 
or at Gibraltar or Malta, in conformity and 
obedience to the said order, shall be allowed, 
in respect to all articles which may be on board 
the same, except sugar, coflee, wine, brandy, 
snuff and tobacco, to clear out to any port 
whatever, to be specified in such clearance ; 
and, with respect to the last mentioned articles, 
to export the same to such ports, and under 
such conditions and regulations only, as his 
majesty, by any licence to be granted for that 
purpose may direct.—And the mght honour- 
able the lords commissioners of his Majesty's 
treasury, bis Majesty’s principal secretaries otf 
state, the lords commissioners of the admiralty, 
and the judges of the high court of admiralty 
and courts of vice admiralty, are to take the 
necessary measures herein as to them Shall re- 
spectively appertain. W. VAWKENER. 


No. VIII.—Aé the Court at the Queen’s Pa- 
lace, the 11th November, 1807, present, the 
King’s most Excellent Majesty in Council. 


Whereas the sale of ships by a belligerent to 
a neutral is considered by France to ve illegal : 
—And whereas a great part of the shipping of 
France and her allies bas been protected from 
capture during the preseut hostilities by traus- 
fers, or pretended transfers to neutrals :—And 
whereas it is fully justifiable to adopt the same 
rale, in this respect, towards the enemy, which 
is applied by the enemy to this country :—His 
Majesty is pleased, by and with the advice of 
his Privy Council, (o order, and it is hereby or- 
dered, that in future the sale to a neutral of 
any vessel belonging to his Majesty’s enemies, 
shall not be deemed to be legal, nor in any 
manner to transfer the property, nér to alter 
the character of such vessel: and all vessels 
now belonging, or which shall hereafter belong 
to any enemy of his Majesty, notwithstanding 
any sale or pretended sale to a neutral after a 
reasonable time stall have elapsed for receiving 
information of this lis Majesty's order at the 
place where such sale, or pretended sale was 
effected, shall be captured and brought in, and 
shall be adjudged as lawful prize to the cap- 
tors.—And the right honourable the lords com- 
missioners of his Majesty's treasury, his Ma- 
jesty’s principal secretaries of state, the lords 
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commissioners of thé admiralty and the judges 
of the Ingh court of admiralty and courts of 
vice adiniralty, are to take the necessary mea- 
sures herem, as to them shall respectively ap- 
pertain. W. Fawkewer. 


No. [X.—At the Court at the Queen's Palace, 
the 25th of November, 1807, present, the 
hing’s most L:xcellent Majesty in Councit. 


Whereas it has been represented that it 
would be expedient to fix certain periods at 
which it shall be deemed that a reasonable 
time shall have elapsed for receiving infofma- 
tion, at different places, of his Majesty’s order 
in council of the eleventh of November, in- 
stant, respecting the trade with his Majesty’s 
enemies, and io their produce and manufac- 
tures; his Majesty taking the same into con- 
sideration, and being desirous to obviate any 
difficulties that may arise in respect thereto, 
and also to allow ample time for the said order 
being known tu all persons who may be affect- 
ed thereby, is pleased, by and with the advice 
of his privy counci, to order and declare, and 
it 1s hereby ordered and declared, that info 


mation of the said order of the eleventh of 


November instant, shall be taken and held to 
have been received in the places hereiafte; 
mentioned, at the periods respectively assign- 
ed to them; namely,— Ports and places wittin 
the Baltic— December 21, 1807.— Other ports 
and places to the northward of Amsterdan—. 
December 11, 1807.—From Amsterdam to 
Ushant—December 4, 1807.—From Ushane 
to Cape Finisterre— December 8; 1807.— Frou 
Cape Finisterre to Gibraltar, inclusive—De- 
cember 13, 1807.—-Madeira—December 13, 


1807. Ports and places within the streights of 


Gibraltar, to Sicily and Malta, and the west 
coast of Italy) inclusive—January 1, 1808.— 
All other ports and places in the Mediterra- 
nean beyond Sicily aod Malta—January 20, 
1808.—Ports and places beyond the Darda- 
nelles—February 1, 1808.—Any part of the 
north and western coast of Africa, or the islands 
adjacent, except Madeira—Jannary 11, 1808. 
—Tbe United States, and British possessions in 
North America and the West Indies—Jantary 
20, 1808.—Cape of Good Hope, and @ast 
coast of South America, March 1, 1808— 
India—May 1, 1808.—Chiva, and the coast 
of South America—June 1, 1808.—And etery 
vessel stuling on o¢ after thove days, from those 
places respectively, shall be deemed and talven 
to have received notice of the aforesaid corde; - 
and itis farther ordered, that if any vessel sliall 
sail within twenty days after the periods above 
assigned respectively, from any of the said 
places in contravention of the said order of the 
eleventh of November instant, and shall be de- 
tained as prize on account thereof, or shall ‘ar- 
rive at, any port in this kingdom, destined ‘to 
some port or place within the restriction of the 
said order, and proof shall be made tothe Sa- 
tisfaction of the Court of Admiralty in which 
such véssel shall be proceeded against, in Case 
the same shall be brought in as prize, that the 


i 


a eee eS kL 





CO an ee = 











Ss 


= 


ape ga a 

















1207} 


loading of the said vesse! had commenced be- 
fore the said periods, and before information of 
the’ said order had actually been received at the 
port of slipimnent, the said vessel, together with 
the goods so lade, shall be restored to the 
owner of ownersthereof, and shal] be permitted 
to proceed on her voyage in sucl manner 4s if 
such vessel had sailed before the day so speci- 
fied as aforesaid: and it is further ordered, that 
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no proof shall be admitted, or be gone into, for | 


the purpose of sbewing that information of the 
said order of the eleventh of November instant 
had not been received at the said places respec- 
tively, at the several periods before assigned ; 
and the right honorable the Jords commissioners 
of his Majesty's treasury, his Majesty’s prin- 
cipal secretaries of state, the lords cominis- 
sioners of the admiralty, and the judges of the 
high court of admiralty, and courts of vice 


admiralty, are to take the necessary measures | 


herein as to them shall respectively appertain, 
W. PawkKreNnen. 

No. X.—Ad the Court at the Queen's Palace, 

the 25th of November, 1807, present, the 
King’s most Licéllent Majesty in Council. 


Whereas his Majesty, by his order in coun- | 


cil, dated eleventh of November instant, re- 
specting the trade to be carried on with his Ma- 
jesty’s enemies, was pleased to exempt from 
the restrictions of the said order, all vessels 
which shail have cleared ont from any port or 
place in this kingdom, under such regulations 
as his Majesty may think fit to preseribe, and 
shall be proceeding direct to the ports specified 
in the respective clearances; his Majesty, 


taking into consideration the expediency of 


making such regulations, is pleased, by and with 
the advice of his privy council, to order, and 
itis hereby ordered, that all vessels belonging 
to countries not abwar with his Majesty, shall 
be permitted to lade, in any port of the United 
kingdom, any goods being the produce or 
manufacture of his Majesty’s dominions, or 
Fast India goods, prize goods, (all such 
goods having been lawfully imported) and to 
clexy out with, and freely to convey the same 
to any port or place in any colony in the West 
Indies, or Atmerica, belonging to his Majesty’s 
enemies, such port or place not being in a state 
of actual blockade, subject to the payment of 
such duties as may at the time when any such 
vessels may be cleared out, be due by law on 
the exportation of any such goods, or in re- 
spect of the same being destined to the ports of 
the colonies belonging to his Majesty's ene- 
mies; and likewise to lade, clear out with, and 
convey as aforesaid, any articles of foreign pro- 
duce or manufacture which shall have been 
lawfully imported into this kingdom, provided 
his Majesty's license shall have been previously 
obtained for so couveying such foreign produce 
or manufactares.—And it is further ordered, 
that any vessel, belonging as aforesaid, shall be 
= to lade in any port of the United 


ngdom a not being naval or militar 
mores, whic Shall be of thé prowth, prillede: 


i 
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or mauutacture of this kingdom, or which sha] 
have becn lawfully imported, (save and except 
lorcign sugar, Cotice, wine, brandy, snaif, and 
cotton) aud to clear out with, and treely to con. 
vey the same to any port, to be specified In the 
clearance, not being in a state of actual block. 
ade, alihoug the same shall be under the re. 
strictions of the said order; aud likewise to 
lade, clear out, and convey foreign sugar, coffee, 
wine, brandy,. snuff, and cotton, which shal] 
have been lawfully unported, provided his Ma. 
jesty’s license shall have been previously ob. 
tamed for the exportation and conveyance 
thereof: And it is hereby further ordered, that 
no vessel shail be permitted to clear out from 
any port or place in this kingdom to any port 
or place of any country subjected to the re- 
strictions of the said order, with any goods 
which shall have been laden (after notice of the 
said order) on beard the vessel which shall have 
imported the same into this kingdom, without 
having first duly entered and landed the same 
in some. port or place in this kingdom; and 
that no vessel suall be permitted to clear out 
from any port or place in this kingdom to any 
port or piace whatever, with any goods the 
produce cr manufacture of any country sub- 
jected to the restrictions of the said order, 
which shatl have been laden after notice as 
aforescid on board the vessel importing the 
same, without having so duly entered aud land- 
ed the same; or any goods whatever which 
shall have been laden, after such notice, in the 
vessel importing the same, in any port or place 
of any country subjected to the restricuons of 
the said order, without having sa duly entered, 
and lunded the same in some port or place in 
this kingdom, except the cargo: shall consist 
wholly of flour, meal, grain, or any arbele or 
articles the produce of the soil of some country 
which is not subjected to the restrictions ot tie 
said order, except cotton, and which shail have 
been imported in an unmanufactured state i- 
rect from such country into this kingdom, 10 a 
vessel belonging to the country from which such 
goods have been brought, and in which the 
same were grown and produced ;—And it 1s 
further ordered, that any vessel belonging © 
any country not at war with bis Majesty, may 


o oa ’ ) 
clear-out from Guernsey, Jersey, oF Maa, t 
ons of tie 


any port or place under the restrict 
said order, which shall be specified in the am 
ance, not being in a state of actual blockade, 
with such articles only, not being naval orm 
litary stores, as shall have been legally we 
ed into such islands respectively, from any yes 
or place in this kingdom direct; and cusp 
spect to all such articles as may have igo 
ported into the said islands respectively, Pee 
any port or place under the restrictions © ae 
said_arder, it shall not be permitted to any, the 
sel to clear out with the same from — ag 
said islands, except to some port oF aie 

this kingdom: and the right honoura be 
lords commissioners of his Majesty 5 ae yaa 
his Majesty’s principal secretaries of state, 


lords commissioners of the admiralty, and 
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judges of the high court of admiralty and courts | 
of vice admiralty, are to take the necessary 
meusures herein as to them shall respectively 
appertaln. W. FawkFneER. 


No, XL.—<aé the Court at the Queen’s Palace, 
the 25th of November, 1807, present, the 
King’s most Excellent Majesty in Council. 


Whereas his Majesty, by his order in coun- | 
eil dated the eleventh of November instant, re- | 
specting the trade to be carried on with his | 
Majesty’s enemies, was pleased to exempt from | 
the restrictions of the said order all vessels be- | 
longing to any country not at war with bis Ma- | 
jesty, together with their cargo, which shall be 
coming from any port or place in Europe, which 
is declared in the said order to be subject to 
the restrictions incident to a state of blockade, 
direct to some port or place in Europe belong- | 
ing to his Majesty, and also all vessels which 
Shall be cleared out from Gibraltar or Malta, 
under such regulations as his Majesty may 
think fit to prescribe, and which shall be pro- 
ceeding direct to the ports specified in their re- 
spective clearances:—And whereas it is expe- 
dient to encourage the trade from Gibraltar and 
Malta to countries under the restrictions of the 
said order, subject to regulations to be made in 
respect thereto: his Majesty is therefore pleos- 
ed to prescribe the following regulations in re- 
gard to such trade, accordingly, and by and with | 
the advice of his privy council, to order, and it is 
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hereby ordered, that all sorts of flour and meal, 
and all sorts of grain, tobacco, aud any other 
article in an unmanufactured state, being the 
growth and produce of any country not being 
subjected by the said order to the restrictions 
incident to-a state of blockade, except cotton, 
and naval and military stores, which shall have 
been imported into Gibraltar or Malta direct 
from the country where the same were grown 
and prodaced, shall, without any licence, be 
permitted to be cleared out to any port or 
place not being in a state of actuc! blockade, 
without the same being compelled to be landed : 
but neither the said article of cotton, however 
unported, nor any article which is not the 
growth, produce or manufacture of this king- 
dom, or which has not been imporied in a 
British ship, or from this kingdom direct, (ex- 
cept fish) and which shall have been laden at 
the port of original shipment after the period 
directed by an order of this date, to be taken 
as the time at which notice of the said order 
of the eleventh of November shall’ be consi- 
dered as having been received at such port of 
slupment, shall be permitted to be exported 
trow Gibraltar or Malta, except to some port 
or place in this kingdom; and/all other articles 
of the growth, produce, and manufacture of 
this kingdom, or which shall have been jm. 
ported into Gibraltar or Malta in a British 
ship, or from some port or place in this king- 
dom, together with the article of fish, however 
lp ported ; ’ be exported to ‘any ports, or 


5S 


places ia the’ Mediterranean or Portugal, ander 


ee 
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such licence only as is hereinafter directed to 


| be granted by the governor of Gibraltar and 


Malta respectively: — And itis hereby fur- 
ther ordered, that licences be granted by 
the governors, leutenant vovernors, or other 
persons having the chief civil command at 
Gibraltar or at Malia, respectively, but in his 
Majesty’s name, to such person or persons ag 
the said governors, leutenant governors, or 
persons having the chief civil command, shall 
think fit, allowing such person or persons to 
export from Gibraltar direct, to any port in 
the Mediterranean, or to any port of Portugal, 
or to any port of Spain without the Mediterra- 
nean, not further north than Cape Finisterre, 
and trom Malta direct to any port, being within 
the Mediterranean, with any articles of ihe 
produce or manufacture of bis Majesty’s domi- 
nions, and any articles which shall have been 
imported into Gibraltar or Malta from this 
kingdom, to whomsoever such articles shall 
appear to belong (not being naval or military 
stores) in any vessel belonging to any country 
not at war with his Majesty, or m any vessel 
not exceeding one hundred tons burthen, and 
being unarined, belonging to the country to 
which such vessel shall be cleared out and going, 
and alsy to import in any such vessel or vessels 
as aforesaid, from any port within the Mediter- 
ranean, to Gibraltar or Malta; or from any 
port in Portugal or Spain as aforesaid, to Gib- 
raltar, sach port and such destination respec- 
tively to be specified in such licence, any arti- 
cles of merchandize whatsoever, and to whom- 
soever the same may appear to belong; such 


articles to be specified in the bill of lading of 


such vessel, subject however to such further 
regulations and restrictions, with respect to all 
or any of the said articles so to be imported, 
or exported, as may be inserted in the said 
licences by the governors, lieutenant governors, 
or other persons haying the cluef civil com- 
mand at Gibraltar or Malta, for the tune being, 
respectively, as to them shall, from tume to 
time, seem fit and expedicnt:—And it is fur- 
ther ordered, that in every such licence shall 
be inserted the names and residence of the 
person or persons to whom. it shall be granted, 
the articles and their quantities permitted to 
be exported, the name and desciiption of the 
vessel, and of the master thereof, the. port to 
which the vessel shell be allowed to go, which 


_ shall be some port not under actual Lluckade ; 


and that no licence so to be granted shall con- 
tinue in force fer longer than two. months trom 
its date, nor more than one voyage; nor any 
such licence. be granted, or acknowledged to 
be valid, if granted to permit the clearance of 
any vessel to any port which shall be actually 
blockaded by any naval force of, bis, Majesty 
or of his allies: —And it is further ordered, that 
the commanders of his Majesty’s ships of war 
and privateers, and all others whom it may 
concern, shall sufier every such. vessel, sailing, 
conformably to the permission, given by this 
order, or haying any licence as aforesaid, to 
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loading of the said vessel had commenced be- | Or manufacture of this kingdom, or which shal} 


fore the said periods, and before information of 
the said order had actually been received at the 
port of shipment, the said vessel, together with 
the goods so laden, shall be restored to the 
owner of ownersthereof, and shal] be permitted 
to proceed on her voyage in such manuer as if 
such vessel had sailed before the day so speci- 
fied as aforesaid ; and it is further ordered, that 
no proof shall be admitted, or be gone into, for 
the purpose of sbesving that information of the 
said order of the eleventh of November instant 
had not been received at the said places respec- 
tively, at the several periods before assigned ; 
and the right honorable the lords commissioners 
of his Majesty's treasury, his Majesty’s prin- 
cipal secretaries of state, the lords commis- 
sioners of the admiralty, and the judges of the 
high court of admiralty, and courts of vice 
admiralty, are to take the necessary measures 
herein as to them shall respectively appertain, 
W. Pawkrnen. 


No. X.—Al the Court at the Queen’s Palace, 
the 25th of November, 1807, present, the 
King’s most Evcéllent Majesty ia Council. 


Whereas his Majesty, by his ordex in coun- 
cil, dated eleventh of November instant, re- 
specting the trade to be carried on with his Ma- 
jesty’s enemies, was pleased to exempt from 
the restrictions of the said order, all vessels 
which shall have cleared out from any port or 
place in this kingdom, under such regulations 
as his Majesty may think fit to prescribe, and 
shall be proceeding direct to the ports specified 
in the respective clearances; his Majesty, 
taking into consideration the expediency of 
making such regulations, is pleased, by and with 
the advice of his privy council, to order, and 
it ishereby ordered, that all vessels belonging 
to countries not ab-war with his Majesty, shall 
be permitted to lade, in any port of the United 
kingdom, any goods being the produce or 
manufacttre of his Majesty’s dominions, or 
East India goods, prize goods, (all such 
goods having been lawfully imported) and to 
clear out with, and freely to convey the same 
to any port or place in any colony in the West 
Indies, or Atnerica, belonging to his Majesty’s 
enemies, such port or place not being in a state 
of actual blockade, subject to the payment of 
such duties as may at the time when any such 
vessels may be cleared out, be due by law on 
the exportation of any such goods, or in re- 
spect of the same being destined to the ports of 
the colonies belonging to his Majesty’s ene- 
mies; and likewise to lade, clear out with, and 
convey as aforesaid, any articles of foreign pro- 
duce or manufacture which shall have been 
lawfully injported into this kingdom, provided 
his Majesty's license shall have been previously 
obtained for so couveying sucli foreign produce 
or manufactares.—And it is further ordered, 
that any vessel, belonging as aforesaid, shall be 
eater to lade in any port of the United 
ingdom any goods, not being naval or military 
ores, which shall bé of the growth, prodace; 








have been lawfully imported, (save and except 
lurcign sugar, Cotice, wine, brandy, snuil, and 
cotton) and to clear out with, and freely to con. 
vey the same to any port, to be specified in the 
| clearance, not being in a state of actual block. 
ade, alihougi the same shall be under the re. 
| strictions of the said order; aud likewise to 
lade, clear out, and convey foreign sugar, coffee, 
| wine, brandy, snuff, and cotton, which shall 
have been lawfully iunported, provided his Ma. 
Jesty’s license shall have been previously ob- 
tamed for the exportation and conveyance 
thereof: And it is hereby further ordered, that 
no vessel shall be permitted to clear out from 
any port or place in this kingdom to any port 
or place of any country subjected to the re 
strictions of the said order, with any goods 
which shall have been laden (after notice of the 
said order) on board the vessel which shall have 
imported the same into this kingdom, without 
having first duly entered and landed the same 
In some port or place in this kingdom; and 
that no vessel shall be permitted to clear out 
from any port or place in this kingdom to any 
port or place whatever, with any goods the 
produce cr manufacture of any country sub- 
jected to the restrictions of the said order, 
which shatl have been laden after notice as 
aforeszid on board the vessel importing the 
same, without having so duly entered aud land- 
ed the same; or any goods whatever which 
shall have been laden, after such notice, in the 
vessel importing the same, in any port or place 
of any country subjected to the restrictions of 
the said order, without having so duly entered, 
and landed the same in some port or place in 
this kingdom, except the cargo. shall consis! 
wholly of flour, meal, grain, or any article or 
articles the produce of the soil of some country 
which is not subjected to the restrictions of the 
said order, except cotton, and which shall have 
been imported in an unmanufactured state di- 
rect from such country into this kingdom, in a 
vessel belonging to the country from which such 
goods have been brought, and in which the 
same were grown and produced And it is 
further ordered, that any vessel belonging 
any country not at war with bis Majesty, m4y 
clear-out from Guernsey, Jersey, oF Man, to 
any port or place under the restrictions of te 
said order, which shall be specified in the a 
ance, not being in a state of actual blockade, 
with such articles only, not being naval or - 
litary stores, as shall have been legally cape 
ed into such islands respectively, from at en 
or place in this kingdom direct; and with < 
spect to all such articles as may have sage re 
ported into the said islands respective oe . 
any port or place under the restrichons © 
said.order, it shall not be permitted to avy 
sel to clear out with the same from any ‘ws . 
said islands, except to some port oF ai the 
this kingdom: and the right honoura ury 
lords commissioners of his Majesty 5 a pa 
his Majesty’s principal secretaries of Sit» 
lords commissioners of the admiralty, a0 
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judges of the high court of admiralty and courts | 
of vice admiralty, are to take the necessary | 
measures herein as to them shall respectively | 
appertain, W. Fawkener. 

No, XI1.—Aé the Court at the Queen's Palace, 


the 25th of November, 1807,. present, the 
King’s most Excellent Majesty in Council. 





Whereas his Majesty, by his order in coun- 
el dated the eleventh of November instant, re- | 
specting the trade to be carried on with, his | 
Majesty’s enemies, was pleased to exempt from | 
the restrictions of the said order all vessels be- | 
longing to any country not at war with his Ma- 
jesty, together with their cargo, which shall be 
coming from any port or place in Europe, which 
is declared in the said order to be subject to 
the restrictions incident to a state of blockade, 
direct to some port or place in Europe belong- 
ing to his Majesty, and also all vessels which 
Shall be cleared out from Gibraltar or Malta, 
under such regulations as his Majesty may 
think fit to prescribe, and which shall be pro- 
ceeding direct to the ports specified in their re- 
spective clearances:—And whereas it is expe- 
dient to encourage the trade from Gibraltar and 
Salta to countrics under the restrictions of the 
said order, subject to regulations to be made in 
respect thereto: his Majesty is therefore pleas- 
ed to prescribe the following regulations in re- 
gard to such trade, accordingly, and by and with 
the advice of his privy council, to order, and it is 
hereby ordered, that all sorts of flour and meal, 
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| ther ordered, 





and all sorts of grain, tobacco, and any other 
article in an unmanufactured state, being the 
growth and produce of any country not being 
subjected by the said order to the restrictions 
incident toa state of blockade, except cotton, 
and naval and military stores, which shail have 
been imported into Gibraltar or Malta direct 
irom the country where the same were grown 
and produced, shall, without any licence, be 
permitted to be cleared out to any port or 
place not being in a state of actus! blockade, 
without the same being compelled to be landed: 
but neither the said article of cotton, however 
unported, nor any article which is not the 
growth, produce or manufacture of this king- 
dom, or which has not been imported in a 
British ship, or from this kingdom direct, (ex- 
cept fish) and which shall have been laden at 
the port of original shipment after the period 
direeted by an order of this date, to be taken 
as the time at which notice of the said order 
of the eleventh of November shall’ be consi- 
dered as having been received at such port of 
slupment, shall be permitted to be exported 
trom Gibraltar or Malta, except to some port 
or place in this kingdom; and ‘all other articles 
Of the-growth, produce, and manufacture of 
this kingdom, or which shall have been im. 
ported into Gibraltar or Malta in a British 
ship, or from some port or place in this king- 
dom, together with the article of fish, however 


imported; be exported to ‘any ports or 
places inthe Afediterrancan or Portugel, onder 





(iZlo 


such licence on!y as is hereinafter directed to 
be granted by the governor of Gibraltar and 
Malta respectively: -- And it is hereby fur- 
that licences be granted by 
the governors, leutenant governors, or other 
persons having the chief civil command ac 
Gibraltar or at Malia, respectively, but in his 
Majesty’s name, to such person or persons as 
the said governors, lieutenant governors, or 
persons having the chief civil command, shall 
think fit, allowing such person or persons to 
export from Gibraltar direct, to any port in 
the Mediterranean, or to any port of Portugal, 
or to any port of Spain without the Mediterra- 
nean, not further north than Cape Finisterre, 
and trom Malta direct to avy port, being within 
the Mediterranean, with any articles of the 
produce or manufacture of his Majesty’s domi- 
nions, and any articles which shall have been 
imported into Gibraltar or Malta from this 
kingdom, to whomsoever such articles shall 
appear to belong (not being naval or military 
stores) in any vessel belonging to any country 
not at war with his Majesty, or m any vessel 
not exceeding one hundred tons burthen, and 
being unarmed, belonging to the country to 
which such vessel shall be cleared out and going, 
and alsy to import in any such vessel or vessels 
as aforesaid, from any port within the Mediter- 
ranean, to Gibraltar or Malta; or from any 
port in Portugal or Spain as aforesaid, to Gib- 
raltar, such port and such destination respec- 
tively to be specified in such licence, any arti- 
cles of merchandize whatsoever, and to whom- 
soever the same may appear to belong; such 


articles to be specified in the bill of lading of 


such vessel, subject however to such further 
regulations and restrictions, with respect to all 
or any of the said articles so to be imported, 


or exported, as may be inserted in the said 


licences by the governors, lieutenant governors, 
or other persons having the chief civil com- 
mand at Gibraltar or Malta, for the tame being, 
respectively, as to them shall, from time to 
time, seem fit and expedient:—And it is fur- 
ther ordered, that in every such licence shall 
be inserted the names and residence of the 
person or persons to whom. it shall be granted, 
the articles and their quantities permitted to 


| be exported, the name and description of the 


vessel, and of the master thereof, the. port to 
which the vessel shell be allowed to go, winch 


| shall be some port not under actual bluckade ; 


and that no licence so to be granted shall con- 
tinue in force fer longer than two. months trona 
its date, nor more than One voyage; nor any 
such licence. be granted, or acknowledged to 
be valid, if granted to permit the clearance of 
any vessel to any port which shall be actually 
blockaded by any naval force of, bis, Majesty 
or of his allies: —And it is further ordered, that 
the commanders of his Majesty’s ships of war 
and privateers, and all others whom it may 
concern, shall sufier every such, vessel, sailing 
donformably to the permission, given by this 


order, or having any licence, as aforesaid, to 
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pass and repass direct between Gibraltar, or 
Malta, and such port as shall be specified in 
the licence, in such manner, and under such 
terms, regulations, and restrictions, as shall he 
expressed therem :—Aud it is further ordered, 
that im case any vessel, so sailing as aforesaid, 
fur which any such licence as aforesaid shall 
bave been granted, and which shall be proceed- 
iz direct upon her said voyage, shall be de- 
tamed and brought in for legal adjudication, 
such vessel with her cargo, shall be forthwith 
released by the court of admiralty or vice ad- 
miralty, in which proceedings shall be com- 
menced, upon proof being made that the parties 
had duly conformed to the terms, regulations, 
and restrictions of the said licence; the proof 
of such conformity to lie upon the person or 
persons claiming the benefit of this order, or 
obtaining of using such licence, or claiming the 
benefit thereof:—And it is hereby further or- 
dered, that no vessel belonging to any state on 
the coast of Barbary shal! be prevented from 
sailing, with any articles of the growth or pro- 
duce of such state, from any port or place 
in such state, to any port or place in the 
Mediterranean or Portugal, such port or place 
not being actually blockaded by some naval 
force belonging to his Majesty, or bis allies, 
without being obliged to touch at Gibraltar or 
Malta :—-And the right honourable the lords 
commissioners of bis Majesty’s treasury, his 
Majesty’s principal secretaries of state, the 
lords commissioners of the admiralty, and the 
judges of the high court of admiralty and courts 
of vice admiralty, are to take the necessary 
measures herein, as to them shall respectively 
appertain, W. Fawa ener. 


No. XU1.—AZ the Court at the Queen’s Palace 
the 25th of November, 1807, present, the 
diing’s most excellent Majesty in Council. 


Whereas his Majesty, by bis order in coun- 
cil of the 11th of November instant, was 
pleased to order and declare, that all trade 
in articlés which are of the produce or ma- 
uufacture of the countries and colonies men- 
tioned im the said order, shall be deemed 
and considered to be unlawful (except as-is 
therein excepted); his Majesty by and with 
the advice of his privy council, is pleased to 
order and declare, and it is hereby ordered and 
declared, that nothing in the said order con- 
tained shall extend to subject to capture and 
confiscation any articles of the produce and 
manufacture of the said countries and colonies 


laden on board British ships, which would not. 


have been subject to capture and confiscation 
if such order had not been made ; and the right 
honourable the lords commissioners of his Ma- 
Jesty’s treasury, his Majesty’s principal secre- 
tarigpof state, the lords commissioners of the 
admiralty, and courts of vice admiralty, and 
the judges of the high court of admiralty are 
to take the necessary measures herein as to 
‘them shall respectively appertain. 
_ W. Fawxurnea. 
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No. XI11.—At the Court ut the Queen's Paluer 
the 25th of November, 1807, present, the 
King’s most excellent Majesty in Counci/ 


His Majesty, taking into consideration the 
circumstances under which Prussia and Lubeck 
have been compelled to shut their ports agains; 
British ships and goods, is pleased, by and wit), 
the advice of bis Privy Council, to order, and 
itis hereby ordered, that all ships and goods 
belonging to Prussia which may have been 
seized subsequeut to his Majesty's order of the 
nineteenth of November, ove thousand englit 
hundred and six, and are now detained in the 
ports of this kingdow,or elsewhere, and all ships 
and goods belonying to inhabitants of Lubeck 
which are so detained, shall be restored upon 
being pronounced by the high court of ad- 
miralty, or any court of vice admiralty, i 
which they have been or may be proceeded 
against, to belong to subjects and inhabitants 
of Prussia or Lubcck, angenot otherwise liable 
to conliscation ; and that such ships and goods 
shall be permitted to proceed to any neutral 
port, or to the port to which they respectively 
belong: and it is further ordered, that the ships 
and goods belonging to Prussia or Lubeck shail 
not, unul further orders, be liable to detenuon, 
provided such ships and goods shall be trading 
to or from any port of this kingdom, or between 
neutral port and neutral “port, or from any 
port of his Majesty’s allies, and proceeding 
direct to the port specified io their res- 
pective clearances.—And the right honourable 
the lords commissioners of his Majesty's 
treasury, bis Majesty’s principal secretanes 
of state, the lords commissioners of the adm 
ralty, and the judges of the high court of ad- 
miralty and courts of vice admiralty, are ( 
take the necessary measures herein, as lv them 
shall respectively appertain,—W. Fawkentt, 


No. XIV.—<Aét the Court at the Queens 
Palace, the 25th of November, 1807, p' 
sent the King’s most excellent Majes'y ™ 
Council. 
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ibis kingdom, or to and from Gibraltar or 
Malta, and proceeding direct to the port spe- 
cified in their clearauce, or between néutral 
port and neutral port, or between Portugal ani 
ihe ports of her own colonies, dr from wny port 
of his Majesty’s allies, and proceeding direct 
to the ports specified in their respective clear- 
ances ; provided, sach ports shall not be at 
the time in astate of actual blockade: And it 
is further ordered, that the ships of Portugal 
shall not be considered as entitled, under any 
treaty between his Majesty and Portugal, to 
protect any goods laden therein which may be 
itherwise subject to confiscation.—And the 
right honourable the lords commissiontrs of 
lis Majesty's treasury, his Majesty's principal 
secretaries of state, the lords commissioners of 
the admiralty, and the judges of the high court 
{ admiralty and courts of vice admiralty, are 
to take the necessary measures herein as to 
uetn shall respectively appertain. 
W. Fawkener. 


No. XV.—Impertat Decres.—Rejoinder iv 
his Britannic Majesty’s Order in Council of 
the 11th November, 1807. At our Royal 
Palace at Milan, December 17, 1807. 


Napoleon, emperor of the French, king of 
ltaly, and protector of the Rhenish confedera- 
tion.—Observing the measures adopted by the 
British government, on the 11th November 
last, by which vessels belonging to neutral, 
irendly, or even powers the allies of England, 
are made liable, not only to be searched by 
English cruizers, but to be compulsorily de- 
tained in England, and to have a tax lard on 
them of so much per cent. on the cargo, to be 
regulated by the British legislature :—Observ- 
ing that by these acts, the British government 
denationulizes ships of every nation in Europe, 
that itis not competent for any government to 
detract from its own independence and rights, 
all the sovereigns of Europe having in trust ‘the 
sovereignties ‘and independence of the flag ; 
that af by an unpardonable weakness, ‘and 
which in the eyes of posterity would be’ an in- 
deible stain, if sucha tyranny was allowed to 
Le established into principles, and consecrated 
by usage, the English would avail themselves of 
it to assert it as aright, as they have availed 
themselves of the tolerance of government to 
*stublish the infamous principle, that the flag of 
* hation does not cover goods, and to have to 
hear right of blockade an arbitrary extension, 
and which infringes on the sovereignty of ever 
state ; we have decreed and do decree as fi 
OWS =~ Art, [. Every ship, to whatever nation’ 
‘may belong, that shall have submitted 10 be 
arched by an English ship, or to a voyage to 
Ogland, or shall have paid any tax whatsoever 
to the English government, is thereby and for 
at alone, declared to be denationalized, to 
ave forfeited the protection of its King, and te 
ave become English property.—Art. I]. Whe- 









er the ships thus denationalized by the arbi- 
“ty measures of the English government, enter 
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goods shall be trading to or from any port of 
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Into vur ports, or those of our allies, or whether 
they fall ato the hands of our ships of war, or 
of our phivateers, they are declared to be good 
and lawfil prize.—Art. ILL, The British islands 
are declared to be in a state of blockade, both 
by land and sea. Every ship of whatever na- 
tion, or whatsoever the nature of its cargo so 
may be, that sails from the ports of England, or 
those of the Enelish colomes, and ef the coun 
tries occupied by English troops, and proceed 
ing to England, orto the Enghsh colomes, or to 
countries occupied by English troops, is good 
and lawful prize, as contrary to the present de- 
cree, and may be captured by our ships of war, 
or our privateers, and adjudged to the captor,— 
Art. [V. These measures, which are resorted to 
only in just retaliation of the barbarous system 
adopted by England, which assimilates its legis- 
lation to that of Algiers, shall cease to have any 
effect with respect to all nations who shall have 
the firmness to compel the English government 
to respect their flaz. They shall continue to be 
rigorously in force as long as that government 
does not return to the principle of the law of 
nations, which regulates the relations of civil- 
ized states in a state of war, The provisions 
of the present decree shall be abrogated and 
null, in fact, as soon as the English abide again 
by the principles of the law of nations, which 
ure also the principles of justice and of honour, 
-~Alj our ministers are charged with the execur 
tion of the present decree, which shall be in- 
serted in the bulletin of the laws. NapoLton. 
H. B. Maner. 
Secretary of State. 


XVI.—Copy of u Letter P se Mr. 
Pinkney, American Envoy in England, te 
Id. Wellesley, English Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs, 25 Aug. 1810." 


I have the honour to state to your Lordship 
that I have received from Gen. Armstrong, 
Minister Plenipotentiary of the United States 
at Paris, a letter bearing date the 6th inst. in 
which he informs me that the Government of 
France has revoked the Decrees of Berlin and 
Milan, and that he has received a written and 
official netice of that fact in the following 
words :—“ Je suis autorist a vous declarer, mon- 
“ sieur, que les Decrets de Berlin et de Milan 
“ sont revoques, et gu’a dater du 1er Novembre 
“ ils cesseront d avoir leur pelle doer for 
granted that the revocation of the British Or- 
ders in Council of January and November 1807, 
and April 1809, and all other orders dependant 
upon, analogous to, or in execution of them, 
will follow of course; and I shall hope to be 
enabled by your lordship with as little delay as . 
possible, to announce to my government that 
such revocation has taken place. 


Ne. XVII.—Answer of Ld. Wellesley to ‘the 
above 


No. 


I have the honour to acknowledge the re- 


—.— 


* Taken from the American National In- 
telligencer, 20 Oct. 1810. 
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ceipt of your ‘letter under date the 25th inst. 
On the 23d of lebruary 1808, his Majcsty’s 
Minister in America declared to the Govern- 
ment of the United Srates, “ Ifis Muajesty’s 
“+ earnest desire to see the commerce of the 
“ world restored to that freedom which is ne- 
“ cessary for its prosperity, and his readiness to 
“ abandon the system which had been forced 


“upon him, whenever the enemy should re- 


“ tract the principles which had rendered it- 
“ necessary.”—I am commanded by his Ma- 
jesty to repeat that declaration, and to as- 
sure you that whenever the repeal of the Prench 
Deerees shall lave actually takea effect, and 
the commerce of neutral nations shall have 
been restored to the condition in which it 
“stoed previously to the promulgation of those 
Decrees, his Majesty will feel the highest satis- 
faction in relinquishing a system, which the 
conduct of the enemy cumpelled him to adopt. 


No. XVILI.— Proclamation of the President, 
aud Circular of the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury.— Dated 2nd November, 1810. 


PROCLAMATION, 


Whereas by the fourth section of the act of 
Congress, passed on the first day of May, 1810, 
entitled ** An act concerning the commercial 
intercourse between the United States and 
Great Britain aud France and their depen- 
dencies, and for other purposes,” it is pro- 
vided, ‘‘ that in case either Great Britain or 
France shall, before the third of March next, 
so revoke or modify her edicts as that they 
shall cease to violate the neutral commerce of 
the United States, which fact the President 
of the United States shall declare by procla- 
mation, and if the other nation shall not within 
three months thereafter so revoke or modify 
her edicts in like manner, then the third, 
fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh, eighth, ninth, 
tenth, and eighteenth sections of the act enti- 
tled. “ An act to interdict the commercial 
intercourse between the United States and 
Great Britain and France and their depen- 
dencies, and for other purposes,” shall, trom 
and after the expiration of three months from 
the date of .the proclamation aforesaid, be re- 
vived and have full force and effect, so far as 


relates to the dominions, colonies, and depen-. 


dencies, and tothe articles the growth, pro- 
duce, or manufacture of the dominions, colo- 
nies, and dependencies of the nation thus re- 
fusing or neglecting to revoke or modify her 
edicts in the manner aforesaid. . And the re- 


_ Strictions imposed by this act shall, from the 


date of such proclamation, cease and be dis- 
continued is relation to the nation revoking 
or modifying her decrees in the manner afore- 
said.” And whereas it has been officially 
made known to this government that the edicts 








of France violating the ueutral comme 
the United States have been so rey 
cease to have effect on the first of 
month, Now, therefore, 1, James Madison 
President of the United States, do hereby aie. 
claim, that the said edicts of France lay ya m 
suv revoked as that they ceased on the said Ses 
day of the present month to violate the neu- 
tral commerce of the United States; and that 
from the date of these presents, all the re. 
Sstrictions imposed by the aforesaid act shai! 
cease and be discontinued in relation to France 
and her dependencies.——In testimony where. 
of, I have caused the Seal of the United States 
to be hereunto affixed, and signed the same 
with my hand at the city of Washington, this 
second day of November, in the year of our 
Lord 1810, and of the independence of the 
United States the thirty-fitth. 
James Manson. 
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CIRCULAR, 


Lo the Collectors of the Cusions. 

Sir,—You will herewith feccive a copy of 
the Proclamation of the President of the 
United States, annonacing the revocation of 
the edicts of France which violated the neutral 
commerce of the United States, and that the re- 
strictions, unposed by the Act of May 1st list, 
accordingly cease from this day in relatiou to 
France. French armed vessels may, therciore, 
be admitted into the harbours and waters of 
the United States, any thing in that law to the 
contrary notwithstanding.—It also fullows, that 
if Great Britain shall not, on the @nd day ot 
February next, have revoked or modified in 
like mauner her edicts violativg the neutral 
commerce of the United States, the 3d, 4th, 
5th, 6th, 7th, Sth, 9th, 10th, and 18th sections 
of the “ Act to interdict the commercial 10- 
tercourse between the United States aii 
Great Britain and France and their depeo- 
dencies, and for other purposes,” shall, in con 
formity with the act first above mentioned, be 
revived and have full force and effect, so far as 
relates to Great Britain and her dependencies, 
from and after the said: Qad day of February 
next. Unless, therefore, you shull betore that 
day be officially notified by this department 0 
such revocation or modification, you will, from 
and after the said day, carry into effect the abore 
mentioned sections, which prohibit both the 
entrance of British vessels of every descripoot 
into the harbours and waters of the Vai d 
States, and the impoftation into the l we 
States of any articles the growth, produces i 
manvfacture of the dominions, colones, on 
dependencies of Great Britain, and o Ye 
ticles whatever brought from the said “4 
anions, colonies, and dependencies.—! saga 


, - ae 
spectiully, Sir, your obedient servant, 
” gto Axpert Gattatls. 
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